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rebuild the chateau, and render it sufficiently
strong to resist any sudden assault, such as might
not improbably be attempted in that time of social
and political disturbance. There was a rare com-
bination of great energy with great gentleness in
Pierre's character; in his bearing a sweet gravity
and modesty were apparent; he was "mon-
strously punctual" in keeping his word. In old
age he still remained active. " I have seen him/'
writes his son, " when three-score make scorn of
our agility, throw himself in his furred gown on
horseback, make the circuit of the table on his
thumb; and seldom would he mount to his cham-
ber without taking three or four stairs at a
time/' *

Montaigne's father died, 18 June, 1568, at the
age of seventy-two. His memory remained as
one of his son's most precious possessions. He
preserved the long wands or rods which the old
man was accustomed to carry in his walks; he
dressed in black or white because to do so was his
father's habit; and when the old cloak worn by
Pierre was thrown about him as he rode, " I
seem/' he says, with an outbreak of manly tender-
ness, " to wrap myself up in my father/' The
widowed mother of Montaigne for long survived
her husband, and survived also, by several years,
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21n for any satisfaction of my own." *
